




















































































































Abu Nidal Organization [AND) [AKA Fatah Revolutionary Council, Arab
Bevolutionary Brigades, Biack September, and Revolutionary
Organization of Socialist Muslims )

The ANO is an international terrorist organization led by
Sabri al-Banna, which split from the PLO in 1974. It com-
prises various functional committees, including political,
military, and financial. The ANO has carried out terrorist
attacks in 20 countries, killing or injuring almost 900 per-
sons. Targets include the United States, the United Kingdom,
France, Israel, moderate Palestinians, the PLO, and various
Arab countries. Major attacks included the Rome and Vienna
airports in December 1985, the Neve Shalom synagogue in
Istanbul and the Pan Am flight 73 hijacking in Karachi in
September 1986, and the City of Poros day-excursion ship
attack in Greece in July, 1988. The ANO is suspected of
assassinating PLO deputy chief Abu Iyad and PLO security
chief Abu Hul in Tunis in January 1991. ANO assassinated a
Jordanian diplomat in Lebanon in January 1994 and has been
linked to the killing of the PLO representative there. ANO
has not attacked Western targets since the late 1980s.

The ANO comprises only a few hundred plus limited over-
seas support structure, including safe-haven, training, logis-
tic assistance, and financial aid from Iraq, Libya, and Syria
(until 1987), in addition to close support for selected opera-
tions. It has had some dramatic successes. Al-Banna relocat-
ed to Iraq in December 1998, where the group maintains a
presence. ANO has an operational presence in Lebanon,
including in several Palestinian refugee camps. Financial
problems and internal disorganization have reduced the
group’s activities and capabilities. Authorities shut down the
ANO’s operations in Libya and Egypt in 1999. The ANO has
demonstrated an ability to operate over a wide area, includ-
ing the Middle East, Asia, and Europe, and may be heard
from again.

HAMAS [islamic Resistance Movement)

HAMAS was formed in late 1987 as an outgrowth of the
Palestinian branch of the Muslim Brotherhood. Various
HAMAS elements have used both political and violent
means, including terrorism, to pursue the goal of establishing
an Islamic Palestinian state in place of Israel. HAMAS is
loosely structured, with some elements working clandestine-
ly and others working overtly through mosques and social
service institutions to recruit members, raise money, orga-
nize activities, and distribute propaganda. HAMASs strength
is concentrated in the Gaza Strip and a few areas of the West
Bank, where it has also has engaged in peaceful political
activity, and run candidates in- West Bank Chamber of
Commerce elections.

HAMAS activists, especially those in the Izz el-Din al-
Qassam Brigades, have conducted many attacks — including
large-scale suicide bombings — against Israeli civilian and
military targets. In the early 1990s, they also targeted sus-
pected Palestinian collaborators and Fatah rivals, claiming
several attacks during the unrest in late 2000.

The number of hard-core HAMAS members is difficult to
quantify, but it has tens of thousands of supporters and
sympathizers, and receives support from Palestinian
expats, Iran and private benefactors in Saudi Arabia.
HAMAS is primarily located in and operates in the occupied
territories and Israel. In August 1999, Jordanian authorities
closed the group’s Political Bureau offices in Amman, arrest-
ed its leaders, and prohibited the group from operating on
Jordanian territory.
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Mujahedin-e Khalqg Organization [MEX or MKD) [AKA The National
Liberation Army of iran [NLA, the militant wing of the MEK), the
People’s Mujahidin of Iran [PMOI), National Gouncil of Resistance
[NCR], Muslim Iranian Student’s Society [front organization
used to garner finaneial support)

The MEK/MKO was formed in the 1960s by the college-
educated children of Iranian merchants, and the MEK sought
to counter what it perceived as excessive Western influence in
the Shah’s regime. Following a philosophy that mixes
Marxism and Islam, it has developed into the largest and most
active armed Iranian dissident group. Its history is studded
with anti-Western activity, and, most recently, attacks on the
interests of the clerical regime in Iran and abroad.

This group is of interest in that it is against other terrorist
groups and its own rogue government. Its worldwide cam-
paign against the Iranian Government stresses propaganda
and occasionally uses terrorist violence. During the 1970s
the MEK staged terrorist attacks inside Iran and killed sever-
al U.S. military personnel and civilians working on defense
projects in Tehran, and it supported the takeover in 1979 of
the U.S. Embassy in Tehran. In April 1992 it conducted
attacks on Iranian embassies in 13 different countries,
demonstrating the group’ ability to mount large-scale opera-
tions overseas. The normal pace of anti-Iranian-government
operations increased during the “Operation Great Bahman”
in February 2000, when the group claimed it launched a
dozen attacks against Iran. During the remainder of the year,
the MEK regularly claimed that its members were involved in
mortar attacks and hit-and-run raids on Iranian military, law
enforcement units, and government buildings near the Iran-
Iraq border. The MEK also claimed six mortar attacks on
civilian government and military buildings in Tehran.

It has several thousand fighters based in Iraq, with an
extensive overseas support structure from among Iranian
expats. Most of the fighters are organized in the MEK3s
National Liberation Army (NLA).

In the 1980s the MEK’ leaders were forced by Iranian
security forces to flee to France. Most resettled in Iraq by
1987. In the mid-1980s the group did not mount terrorist
operations in Iran at a level similar to its activities in the
1970s. In the 1990s, however, the MEK claimed credit for an
increasing number of operations in Iran.

Palestine Islamic Jihad [PlJ)

Originating among militant Palestinians in the Gaza Strip
during the 1970s, the PIJ is committed to the creation of an
Islamic Palestinian state and the destruction of Israel
through holy war. Because of its strong support for Israel, the
United States has been identified as an enemy of the PIJ, but
the group has not specifically conducted attacks against U.S.
interests in the past. In July 2000, however, the PIJ publicly
threatened to attack U.S. interests if the U.S. Embassy is
moved from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. The PIJ also opposes mod-
erate Arab governments that it believes have been tainted by
Western secularism.

The PIJ conducted at least three attacks against Israeli
interests in late 2000, including one to commemorate the
anniversary of former PIJ leader Fathi Shaqaqi’s murder in
Malta on 26 October 1995. The PIJ has conducted suicide
bombings against Israeli targets in the West Bank, Gaza
Strip, and Israel. Headquartered in Syria, it operates pri-
marily in Israel, Jordan and Lebanon. It receives financial
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the Corps. A Marine artillery captain
with eight years of service including
tours in Okinawa and North Carolina,
Spann moved to Northern Virginia with
his then-wife Kathryn and their two
children, Allison and Emily, in 1999 to
join CIA. He separated from Kathryn in
April of 2000, and after his divorce
quickly remarried Shannon, a young
woman he’d met at CIA. On 8 June
2001, Shannon gave birth to their son.

Soon after September 11, Spann was,
according to some sources, put under
the operational control of Langley’s rein-
vigorated Counter-
terrorism Center and deployed to
Afghanistan. SAD’s acronym may be
new. Its mission is not. CIA has
employed young paramilitary officers
for decades. Felix Rodriguez, the leg-
endary Cuban-born contract agent who
helped capture Che Guevara in Bolivia
in October of 1967, worked for the
Agency’ paramilitary staff both in South
America, and four years later, as a 30-
year-old agent under U.S. Army cover, as
a CIA counterinsurgency operative in
Viemam. Indeed, at least one future
commanding officer of the U.S. Navy’s
elite SEAL Team Two was “sheep-
dipped” by the Agency in the mid-1980s
and used to great advantage in CIAs
secret war against the Nicaragnan
Sandinistas. Paramilitary officers were
also an integral part of the Agencys
NILE (Northern Iraq Liaison Element)

. teams sent to Salah ad-Din in Kurdish
controlled northern Iraq in 1994 and
1995 to help coordinate the Iragi
National Congress’s two unsuccessful
coup attempts against Saddam Hussein.

- There has been previous press cover-
age of paramilitary or covert-action mis-
sions. It is usually followed by loud
bitching about the endangering of
national security from CIA officials.
This time was different. Not only were

' SAD’ covert activities in Afghanistan
leaked to the press by high-ranking offi-
cials intimately knowledgeable and well-
informed about SAD’ secret capabili-
ties, the leaks occurred while dozens of
officers like Dave and Mike were and still
are in harm’s wdy. In harm’s way because
when CIA paramilitary officers operate
in mufti — civilian clothes — they do
not come under the Geneva Convention
rules for military prisoners. Unlike
Marines or SF troops, captured CIA offi-

_cers can be summarily executed.

But the fact that CIA personnel
might be killed didn’t bother the highly
placed sources for an 18 November

2001 Washington Post article by well-
connected Washington Establishment
reporter Bob Woodward. Entitled
“Secret CIA Units Playing a Central
Combat Role,” the article described in
detail SADs mission and its tactical
capabilities in Afghanistan. The article
also went on to extol the Agency’s role
in the war, claiming that “Senior
administration officials attribute a sig-
nificant portion of the speed and effec-
tiveness of recent Northern Alliance
advances in Afghanistan to the assis-
tance of CIA units.”

Was there an immediate, huge burst
of outrage from the CIAs executive
suite on the seventh floor to this mas-
sive lapse of OPSEC? The answer is:
not a whiff.

The “Buzz” Around Town

Indeed, according to former and cur-
rent intelligence sources in a position
to know, neither CIA director George J.
Tenet — a former Capitol Hill staffer —
nor his hand-picked executive director,
a former multi-millionaire investment
banker turned spook named A. B.
“Buzzy” Krongard, was apoplectic over
the Post’s front-page coverage of CIAs
covert activities in Afghanistan, even

~ though it put their own people’s lives at

risk.

That, however, wasn’t how career
intelligence professionals saw it.
Woodward’s story was specific enough
so that Weekly Intelligence Notes, the e-
newsletter of AFIO, the Association of
Former Intelligence Officers, took the
story’s high-ranking sources to task:
“[Woodwards] CIA story, with its
depth of detail and specificity regard-

- ing ongoing operations of covert action

units ... totally undercuts the position
of government officials who are urging
secrecy and discretion in discussion of
intelligence and military activities,”
wrote WIN's editors

What AFIOs censure — and
Woodward’s article — failed to discuss,
however, was the cynical political
motive behind the dangerous leak.
Woodward’s story bolstered Tenet and
Krongard’s battered and tarnished sta-
tus in certain Capitol Hill offices and
within the intel community, where they
are perceived as intelligence amateurs.
It is on George Tenet’s watch, after all,
that CIA was unable to penetrate
al-Qaeda in order to determine its capa-
bilities, and more important, the terror-
ist organization’s intentions, prior to
September 11. It is on George Tenet’s
watch that the CIA allowed the bomb-
ing of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade
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because it didn’t have the right maps. It
is under George Tenet’s watch that the
Khobar Towers and U.S.S. Cole bomb-
ing investigations have been botched.
And it is under George Tenet’s watch
that the Counterterrorism Center was,
in the words of ], a former CTC official,
“eviscerated.

“George Tenet stripped CTC,” the
officer asserts. “It started when he was
John Deutch’s guy. He did away with
CTC’s Rapid Deployment Force in
Europe and its domestically based
teams. He took our equipment. He shut
down our training capabilities. Worst
of all, he stood by when our ability to
recruit agents who had criminal
records or had perhaps been party to
human-rights abuses was cut off. I
mean, who do you recruit to penetrate
a terrorist cell, some grade-school
teacher?”

It hadn’t always been that way. Back
in the 1970s and 1980s, the Agency’s
core of streetwise, experienced, Arabic-
fluent case officers were able to pene-
trate the innermost circles of the PLOs
Fatah and Black September organiza-
tions with the full support of CIAs lead-
ership even though many of the agents
they recruited were murderers. Black
September’s “Red Prince,” Ali Hassan
Salameh, the bloody-handed architect
of the 1972 Munich Olympics mas-
sacre, was, for example, a CIA develop-
mental.

Wanted: A Few Good Spies
But those sorts of successes — or
recruitments — don’t often happen

these days. Instead, you have a CIA
where, according to one former Agency
official quoted in a newspaper, the cur-
rent executive director — the afore-
mentioned A. B. “Buzzy” Krongard —
asks people he meets to punch him in
the stomach to show how tough he is. If
Krongard ever came up against the sort
of conniving, shrewd, street-wise case
officers who used to people the Agency
when professionals like Richard Helms
or William Casey were in charge and
made that request, he would be sucker-
punched, kicked in the balls, and left
on the floor to feel a lot more “Fuzzy”
than “Buzzy.” But under the
Tenet/Krongard stewardship, the
Agency has hemorrhaged experienced
case officers with the language ability,
street-sense, grit, and moxie necessary
to spot, assess, recruit, train, and run
foreign assets. So, the zero-defect, polit-
ically correct computer nerds, intel
squirrels, and assorted dweebs Buzzy
accosts in the Langley corridors won't
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his folloWe‘rs, a clarification
was a de: facto government.
Afghanistan on 9-11, in which case, the United States is act-
ing in self -defense or whether the war is upon invitation o

e made as to whether he

- or to discuss whether individuals are classified as PO
unlawful combatants. Under international law since an
aggression and violation of U.S: sovereignty has occurr
declaration of war is not necessary. The U.S courts
repeatedly recognized defacto governments and states even
“the political department to do so, as exemplified by the
recognition of" the Repub '
Karadzic case. In that case the court sought to bestow official
status on Karadzic in order to hold him accountable for war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and torture. ,

So the results are mixed, but if the case is brought to the
supreme court, the Court would most likely be deferential to
Bush and uphold the military tribunals as it has endorsed
prior actions of the executive in times of national emergency.
The Senate Judiciary Committee was already plowed over by
Mr. Ashcroft in December, and the remainder of the poll-
watching Congress will probably follow suit and approve the
military trials, in which even the executive is on solid ground
if given further approval by the Congress in addition to laws
already in place.

International implieations

I cringed when I read an editorial in the Washington Times
that said that some of the opposition of military tribunals is
“fuzzy-headed,” such as concern for the vapor of “world
opinion” and that “America must always do what it must do,
and “world opinion’ will follow.” The “vapor of world opin-
ion” was spelling out warnings far before 9-11 and is cur-
rently giving out warnings that the war on terrorism will be
thwarted unless the United States respects other legal sys-
tems and their constraints.

Hentoff points out that Bush’s policy is “particularly dan-
gerous to American citizens arrested by foreign governments
on charges of endangering their national security: journalists
reporting “state secrets,’ travelers talking to native dissenters,
or overly curious visiting academics. If the United States can
prosecute and even execute loosely identified “supporters’ of
“terrorism’ secretly and swiftly why can’t other countries fol-
low that lawless example in their own interests?”

Not only will the executive order, if implemented, sabo-
tage the objectives which its drafters and proponents are try-
ing to achieve when the United States requests extradition of
suspects, but the recent decision to try Moussaui in a juris-
diction which is more likely to impose the death penalty will
have just as much negative impact.

* Zacarias Moussaui, a French citizen, arrested on immigra-
tion charges before Sept 11 after a flight school reported he
wanted lessons only on how to steer a plane, has been linked
to some of the hijackers through phone intercepts. Reports
are that he was to be the 20th suicide hijacker. His presence
in the United States avoided any questions of extradition of
another county’s national, but future cases are bound to pose
enormous problems if extradition is requested.

“Nobody could deny that the United States should have pri-
mary jurisdiction in the 9-11 cases,” The Washington Post quot-
ed Robert Badinter, a French senator as saying “But there are
two problems. First, the United States has the death penalty.
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effective control of

ment here to extradite under those conditions ..

This is barbaric to Furope. And now Bush wants these special
courts-martial, with few protections ...Under the Furopean
Convention on Human Rights, it would be illegal for a govern-
. Because of
experience, President Bush is known as the world
executioner. So Furopeans were already wary. ”

n the Point of Bur Bwn Sword of Prineiple?

cil of Europe was established in 1950 with a
at reads very much like the U.S. Bill of rights.
death penalty is not illegalized in the Furopean
, of Human Rights, the majority of the members
have de facto or within their-domestic law illegalized the
death penalty The tribunal of the Council of Europe, the

he has the’ nght to be informed of the charges and to exam-'
ine witnesses and evidence. Although Articles 5 and 6 may be
derogated in times of “war or public emergency threatening
the life of the nation,” European courts have held that trials
must be in Civilian courts if they are operating.

In the 1989 Soering v. UK. case, Soering, an 18-year-old
German, killed his Canadian girlfriend’s parents in Virginia.
He escaped to the UK. and was arrested for passing bad
checks. Soering appealed the U.S. request for extradition to
the European Court of Human rights, which held that the
UK. would be in breach of its obligations under the
Convention if it extradited to the United States because of
the “death row phenomenon.” Soering was only extradited
after the United States gave assurances that the death penal-
ty would not be imposed.

In the 1995 Chahal case, the Court ruled that Chahal, a
Sikh activist whom the U.K. was trying to deport to India,
could not be extradited because extradition would subject
him to the brutalities by the Indian police against militant
Sikhs, in violation of the U.K.s commitment under the
Convention.

In addition to the Council of Europe, the Furopean Union,
with its 15 members, including the U.K., Spain, France and
Germany, where many of the suspects are found, has banned
the death penalty, and by extension extradition by a member
state to a country that imposes the death penalty. Members
of the Furopean Union are very committed to international
law, as the European perception is that integration into the
European Union has been instrumental in preventing repeats
of WWI and WIL

Other Countries, such as Germany, France, Greece and
Austria, ban or resist the transfer of their nationals to foreign
jurisdiction.

Spain has refused to extradite 14 al Qaida suspects
allegedly linked to Osama Bin Laden and believed to have
given the hijackers logistical support, if they are faced with a
death penalty or trial by military court.

In the U.K. an extradition request for Khalid Al Fawwaz,
Ibrahim Fidarous and Adel Abdel Bary, three suspects in the
bombing of two U.S. embassies in Africa in 1998 has been
frustrated, although the United States in an extradition hear-
ing provided evidence of two of the suspect’s fingerprints on
an al Qaida document discussing plans for those attacks. Al
Fawwaz, who allegedly ran al Qaida’s British operation from
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